X                                     THE PJREFACE.

being the offspring of debauchery and vice, comes
to give an account of all her vicious practices, and
even to descend to the particular occasions and cir-
cumstances by which she first became wicked, and
of all the progressions of crime which she run
through in threescore years, an author must be
hard put to it to wrap it up so clean as not to give
room, especially for vicious readers, to turn it to
his disadvantage.

All possible care, however, has been taken to
give no lewd ideas, no immodest turns in the new
dressing up this story, no, not to the worst part of
her expressions; to this purpose some of the vicious
part of her life, which could not be modestly told, is
quite left out, and several other parts are very much
shortened; what is left 'tis hoped will not offend
the chastest reader, or the modestest hearer; and as
the best use is to be made even of the worst story,
the moral, 'tis hoped, will keep the reader serious,
even where the story might incline him to be other-
wise. To give the history of a wicked life repented
of, necessarily requires that the wicked part should
be made as wicked as the real history of it will
bear, to illustrate and give a beauty to the penitent
part, which is certainly the best and brightest, if
related with equal spirit and life.

It is suggested there cannot be the same life, the
same brightness and beauty in relating the penitent
part, as is in the criminal part: if there is any
truth in that suggestion, I must be allowed to say,